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Special conditions for the German
contribution under the Auctions-as-
a-Service feature of the “IF25 H2
Auction”

Germany has announced its participation, with national funding, in the Auctions-as-a-
Service (AaaS) feature of the upcoming “IF25 H2 Auction” organised by the European
Commission.

The German contribution will be notified to the Commission in line with State Aid rules.
The German authorities plan to adhere to the conditions defined in the Call Text of the
“IF25 H2 Auction”, as published by the European Commission in its EU Funding & Tenders
Portal.

However, German authorities plan some deviations from the “IF25 H2 Auction” design,
which will be assessed under the State aid rules as part of Germany’s notification. For the
purpose of transparency to applicants, they are listed in the table here below.


https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/eu-funding-climate-action/innovation-fund/calls-proposals_en
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/eu-funding-climate-action/innovation-fund/calls-proposals_en

Design Element

Specific implementation

Eligibility

Besides the objectives of the “IF25 H2 Auction”, the
German contribution into the AaaS has as key
objective to incentivise the establishment of cross-
border hydrogen pipeline infrastructure through this
auction under the Auctions-as-a-Service feature of
the “IF25 H2 Auction”.

The qualification requirements listed in the “IF25 H2
Auction” Call text apply with the following addition:

“Eligibility”: Only projects that physically feed
volumes of RFNBO hydrogen that are part of the bid
into the “Danish Hydrogen Backbone 1” (DHB1], also
known as “The Seven”), which is envisaged to be
operational by the end of 2030, and deliver 100% of
the RFNBO hydrogen that is part of the bid to off-
takers that are connected to the German Kernnetz for
hydrogen.

Off-taker restrictions

The volumes supported under the AaaS, as stated in
the bid, will need to be supplied to off-takers that are
connected to the German Kernnetz.

Ceiling price

Disclosed ceiling price: 3 EUR /kg of RFNBO hydrogen
produced as a maximum bid price.

Maximum time to
reach financial close
and entry into
operation/ Sanctions
in case of non-
compliance with
support requirements

Germany intends to include in the Grant agreement of
projects awarded under the AaaS, the following clause:

“The granting authority may, upon application by the
grant recipient, extend the deadline for financial close
(FC) and/or the operational start (EiO) beyond the
mandatory deadline stipulated in the grant
agreement, and after the grant award notice has
become legally binding, up to four

(4) times by one (1) year, if the grant recipient
demonstrates that, for reasons beyond their control
that arose after the submission of the grant
application, in particular due to force majeure, they
are unable to reach FC and/or commence the funded
production within the initial time for EiO.

In this case, the maximum grant duration after the
project enters into operation (ten years) will remain
unchanged and the completion guarantee will not be
called.”
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